September 4th, 2022
Mass Intentions
6:00 am

Sunday
(+) Eligio, Lourdes & Mamerto
Machacon, Jeffrey, Eugenio, Natividad &
Enrique Cuaresma, Patricio Patague

Announcements
1. The community of St. John the Baptist Church

Thanksgiving Paguirigan Family
8:00 am

(+) Eugenio Duldulao Batangan,
Lawrence Balatico, Nenita Suguitan
Doronio

2. Today our second collection is for the Debt

Thanksgiving Birthday Pricela Pascual

3. Next Sunday September 11th, 2022; the second

Thanksgiving Filomena Espejo, Ennis,
Xerxes, Aloysius, Jose and Kevin Families
10:00 am
12:30 pm

(+) Jacob Villa
Monday
No Service
Tuesday

Wednesday
7:15 am
Thursday
(+) Jesusa Bumaglag
Friday
7:15 am

5:00 pm

Reduction. Thank you for your stewardship.

collection will be for Catholic University of
America. By giving to the National Collection, you
will help support more than 6,000 students who are
seeking a faith-filled education at an institution that
supports cutting edge research in multiple fields.
Your investment will enable the University to
continue to support the Church and to advance its
work of preparing the next generation of leadership,
both religious and lay, of our Church and nation.
Thank you for your generosity.

4. The Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be
every Thursday right after the 7:15 a.m. Mass.

7:15 am

7:15 am

would like to welcome our New Parish
Administrator Rev. Jaroslaw (Jarek) Skrzypek.

Saturday
Healing & Thanksgiving Aaron Pascual
Jacinto

5. The next Baptismal class will be on September
13th, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. Registrations are available
on our website or our office. For more information
call the parish office.

6. Remember, that now in our website you can offer
mass intentions, donations, pre-baptismal classes,
marriages, etc.

7. The office will be closed on Monday in observance
of Labor Day.

STEWARDSHIP COLLECTION
Total Weekly Collection (08/28/2022)
$
3,467.25
Other Offerings and donations
$
3,422.80
Total Weekly Offering Collection
$
Weekly offering Necessary to Cover Parish Operations $

6,890.05
6,653.55

Other Collections
Second Collections – Repair and Maintenance

$

687.00

Special Collections - Debt Reduction
Collections Not Retained by Parish
School Debt Reduction Collection
Debt Reduction Goal for 2021-2022

$
$

769.90
50.00

Debt Reduction Collected Year to Date

$ 46,992.04

Balance Left to Reach 2021-2022 Goal

$ 70,687.96

$ 117,680.00

Life of Stewardship
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today’s readings make very clear the demands that will be made of those wanting to be called disciples of
Christ. We must be prepared to give our all to Him. But in the end, the life of discipleship — the stewardship
way of life — is the only life that can truly satisfy.
Our First Reading, from the ancient book of Wisdom, prepares us for the challenging teaching that will follow
in today’s Gospel passage. “Who can know God’s counsel or who can conceive what the Lord intends? For
the deliberations of mortals are timid… the corruptible body burdens the soul, and the earthen shelter weighs
down the mind that has many concerns.”
Weighed down by financial woes, relationship stress, illness — all the concerns of modern life (and
apparently, ancient life, too) — how can we possibly concern ourselves with anything more than these
immediate needs? Our human “earthly” instincts limit our ability to think with an eternal perspective. But a few
verses later, we are told that God has sent His Holy Spirit from on high to assist us. “And thus were the paths
of those on earth made straight.” Relying on the Holy Spirit, we can live indeed live for higher goals despite all
the challenges of daily life.
But this way of life will not be easy, and our Lord, knowing well our human nature, must prepare us for the challenge. In the Gospel
passage from Luke, Christ is very straightforward about the cost of living for the higher aims of discipleship. “If anyone comes to me
without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” Our Lord
is speaking here not of emotions, but rather of priorities. He must come first in all aspects of our lives. Period.
He goes on to say, “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” In other words, it’s all or nothing.
Compromise is simply not possible. Christ wants us to give all of ourselves, all aspects of our individual lives, our family life, our parish,
over to Him and to the pursuit of His kingdom.
To further this point, Christ shares two parables. The first is about a builder who wants to construct a tower. Christ says that before
beginning, the builder must sit down and consider the cost to see if he has what is needed to complete the project. The second parable
is of a king facing a potential battle. Again, Christ says he must first consider if he has sufficient troops for success before, he goes off
headlong into battle. Discipleship will cost us, and we must be prepared to give it our all.
And just when we think our Lord might soften His message to make it a little more palatable, He goes further! “Anyone of you who does
not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.” Why is our Lord being so demanding? Only because He knows us so well and
loves us so much.
He knows that if we do not live with great intentionality — putting Him first before all else — we will easily be swallowed up by the
earthly cares that weigh us down — our material things, our status, and our egos. He knows that these things cannot satisfy us. He
knows this because He is our Maker, and He made us for more.
— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

